AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-26. (Cancelled). 

27. (Previously presented) A one-piece punch for cutting a hole in a workpiece, said 
workpiece having a pilot hole provided therethrough, said punch comprising: 
a punch body having a bore at least partially therethrough; 

at least one piercing portion extending from said punch body a predetermined distance 
for piercing the workpiece; 

at least one cutting portion extending from said punch body a predetermined distance 
for shearing the workpiece after said at least one piercing portion has pierced the workpiece; 
and 

a pair of projections extending from said punch body a predetermined distance and 
positioned generally opposite of each other and adjacent to said bore of said punch body, said 
pair of projections capable of centering said punch body with the pilot hole of the workpiece, 
said pair of projections extending further away from said punch body than said at least one 
piercing portion such that at least a portion of said pair of projections enters the pilot hole of 
the workpiece prior to said at least one piercing portion piercing the workpiece. 
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28. (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 27, wherein said at 
least one piercing portion comprises first and second piercing portions, said at least one 
cutting portion comprises first and second cutting portions, and said pair of projections 
comprise first and second projections, said first piercing portion has first and second surfaces 
which meet to form a point, said first surface of said first piercing portion slopes downwardly 
from said point of said first piercing portion toward said first projection and said first cutting 
portion, said second surface of said first piercing portion extends axially downwardly to said 
second cutting portion, said second piercing portion has first and second surfaces which meet 
to form a point, said first surface of said second piercing portion slopes downwardly from 
said point of said second piercing portion toward said second projection and said second 
cutting portion, said second surface of said second piercing portion extends axially 
downwardly to said first cutting portion. 

29. (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 28, wherein said first 
cutting portion slopes downwardly from said first surface of said first piercing portion to said 
second surface of said second piercing portion, and wherein said second cutting portion 
slopes downwardly from said first surface of said second piercing portion to said second 
surface of said first piercing portion, such that said first and second cutting portions slope 
downwardly in opposite directions. 

30. (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 29, wherein said first 
and second cutting portions have outer peripheral edges which form cutting edges on opposite 
sides of said punch body. 
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3 1 . (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 28, wherein said first 
projection tapers downwardly to said first surface of said first piercing portion, and wherein 
said second projection tapers downwardly to said first surface of said second piercing portion. 



32-36. (Cancelled). 
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37. (Previously presented) A punch for cutting a hole in a workpiece, said workpiece 
having a pilot hole provided therethrough, said punch comprising: 
a punch body having an axial bore therethrough; 

first and second piercing portions extending from said punch body a predetermined 
distance for piercing the workpiece; 

first and second projections extending from said punch body a predetermined distance 
and positioned opposite of each other and adjacent to said axial bore, said first and second 
projections capable of centering said punch body with the pilot hole of the workpiece, said 
first and second projections extending further away from said punch body than said first and 
second piercing portions such that said first and second projections engage the pilot hole of 
the workpiece prior to said first and second piercing portions piercing the workpiece; and 

first and second cutting portions extending from said punch body a predetermined 
distance for shearing the workpiece after said at least one piercing portion has pierced the 
workpiece, 

wherein said first piercing portion has first and second surfaces which meet to form a 
point, said first surface of said first piercing portion slopes downwardly from said point of 
said first piercing portion toward said axial bore and said first cutting portion, said second 
surface of said first piercing portion extending axially downwardly to said second cutting 
portion, and wherein said second piercing portion has first and second surfaces which meet to 
form a point, said first surface of said second piercing portion slopes downwardly from said 
point of said second piercing portion toward said axial bore and said second cutting portion, 
said second surface of said second piercing portion extends axially downwardly to said first 
cutting portion. 
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38-39. (Cancelled). 



40. (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 27, wherein said punch 
body, said at least one piercing portion, said at least one cutting portion and said pair of 
projections are all integrally formed. 

41 . (Previously presented) A one-piece punch as defined in claim 28, wherein said pair of 
projections extend approximately 1/16 inch further away from said punch body than said at 
least one piercing portion. 



Serial No.: 10/085,730 
Art Unit: 3724 



6 



